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ANNUAL NAAPAE CONFERENCE HELD
FOR FIRST TIME IN CANADA

FTER SEVERAL YEARS in

planning, the seven-

teenth annual NAAPAE
conference met in Toronto from
May 10 to 13, 1995. lts theme,
Achieving Equity Through
Changing Perspectives, fea-
tured an international perspec-
tive on Asian Pacific education.
It was a special event to Cana-
dian educators for, in addition to
highlighting Canadian initia-
tives from a political, educa-
tional and ecenomic viewpoint,
the conference marked the
inauguration of the Canadian
atfiliate NAACE. The focus of the
conference, which was cospori-
sored by the Hastings Park
Foundation, addressed the many
cultures, comrnunities, economic
forces and equity issues that are
contributing to the 21st century
becoming the "Pacific Century.”
This was the first time ever that
the NAAPAE conference was held
in Canada, encouraging many
new participants from all over
Canada to attend. The founding
members of NAACE who worked
together to prepare this confer-
ence were made up of adminis-
trators, teachers and multilingual
consultants from several Metro-
politan Torento school boards
including North York, East York
and Scarborough.

Margareet Jackson, associate
director of the North York Board
of Education, Janet Lu, president
of NAAPAE, and Eugene Garcig,
director of the Office of Bilingual
Education and Minority Lan-
guages Affairs (OBEMLA), shared
Canadian and American

perspectives in their welcoming
addresses to the delegates and
guests during the opening day
breakfast ceremony. Jun
Ogasawara, president of the
Kairinsha Company of Japan,
was the luncheon speaker on
the first day. Three excellent
keynote speakers addressed the
participants during the three-
day conference. They included:
Lan Nghiem Phu, director of
Information Technology, Minis-
try of Culture, Tourism and
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dialogue with educators who
addressed issues and concerns
at all levels of education.
Publishers’ displays highlighted
history, geography, politics,
anti-racism, literature, interna-
tional languages, and English-
as-a-Second Language (ESL).
Many educators chose to visit a
variety of schools in North York,
East York and Scarborough
showcasing innovative pro-
grams in Metropolitan Toronte.
A special new event tock place .
when five high schools sent
participants to a NAAPAE/NAACE
school conference.

NAAPAE Conference 1995 Planning Committee

Recreation, Government of
Canada; Maryka Omatsu,
judge, Ontario Court of Justice,
Provincial Division; and Dr. Avis
Glaze, superintendent, North
York Board of Education and a
member of the prestigious
Ontario Royal Commission on
Learning. Dang Pham, deputy
director of OBEMLA, and Eric
Lewis, director of the East York
Board of Education of Ontario,
welcomed participants on the
second day.

Participants and presenters
came to Toronto from all over
continental North America and
from as far away as Guam,
Hawaii, the Yukon, and the
Northwest territory to listen and

Workshops were well-
attended and highly praised.
Among some of the many
interesting workshops were
Katherine Shozawa's presenta-
tion of the history of Japanese
Canadian internment during
World War II, and Cheryl Paige
and Lillian Blakey who focused
on their work with students in
which equity programming
links instructional practices to
culture to effectuate positive
literary gains for Asian students.

The close proximity of the
hotel to many main attractions,
the theatre, music, restaurants,
shopping and sight-seeing
activities in Toronto contributed
to a lively conference.
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CANADIAN CHAPTER OF NAAPAE FORMED

N NOVEMBER [8, 1935
the executive couricil

of NAAPAE approved

tion of a new chapter

srgarization. Called the
Neational
Canadian Education (NAACE),
this is the first chapter located

\ssociation for Aslan

cutside the United States.

o Andrea Lall, vice presi-

Fenside Public Schaool.
* Tuan Phung, vice presi-
ent, is g multicultural consult-

,

d
ant who werks with Vietnam-

naAcE ofFFicers (From LeFT): Helene Yellowlees, secretary; Andrea

Lall, vice president; Gary Kamino, president: Catherine Leung.
treasurer; and Tuan Phung, vice president

The interim president of
NAACE is Gary Kamina. He

ited to the executive

pres

cou

51 the

| the constitution «

association, and the post-
conterence report. As you are
aware, in May of 1995, the
members of NAACE staged the
NAAPAFE conterence in Toronto,
(Canada. This conterence

represented another “first” for
NAAFPAE as the conterence was
held outside the U.8.A

The interim NAACE officers

are made up of five members

who are all presently educators
from the city of North York:

o Gary Kamino, president, is
an elementary school principal
at Sheppard Public School.

specializes (n history and

Japanese languages and wo
at York Mills Collegiate Institute.
L]

Catherine Leung, trea

a multicultural consult

Surer,

ant who works with Cantonese-
speaking families.
Formal elections for the

will take

executive positions

place in Metropelitan Toronto in
the spring of 1996.

During the meonths to come,
the NAACE officers will be
meeting with its members to
establish new directions for the
organization. This isavery
exciting time for NAACE as it
begins its activilies in a time of
unprecedented change in
education across Canada.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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REETINGS FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA! | hope you have had a

ood start to another academic year despite budget woes all

: over the nation’s schools and colleges. NAAPAE concluded its
annual conference held for the first time outside the United States in

Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The conference was well-planned with

workshops from a diverse group of quality presenters. I would like to
thank the entire contingent of our Canadian colleagues for its had
work and dedication. The NAAPAE conferences have brought us to
familiar cities time and time again: it was certainly a refreshing
experience for many of us to look across the border and learn about
what others are doing in meeting the needs of Asian and Pacific
American students.

It is exciting as we embark on NAAPAE s 18th year of andeuvom and
looking forward to our 18th annual conference in San Frcmciaco cel-
ebrating NAAPAE's successes.

The year 1995 has not brought good news to the educution communi-
ties across the nation. Congress is continuing its look at cutting federal
funding for education, especially ESEA Title VII programs. These are the
programs that have traditionally provided tremendous services to our
new immigrant students. Now. due to political pressure, the govern-
ment is willing to bow to the political right and ignore the future of
these needy students. More recently. the University of California
regents voted to abolish affirmative action in its contract, hiring and
admission policies. It has been widely publicized that Asian Ameri-
cans are to gain greatly in their admissions to the UC system: this may
give some of us a reason to celebrate. However, let's not become
complacent about this. Let’s look beyond the admission policy and look
at these university campuses’ hiring policy. Has affirmative action
worked in hiring qualified minority teaching and administrative staff?
Let's not forget the battles many of us fought trying to keep qualified
and experienced Asian and Pacific Americans in the UC system and
other institutions of higher learning. Let’s not forget that many success-
tul Asian and Pacific American businesses began with small contracts
from here and there. We need to be cognizant of what kind of reality still
lies ahead of us. And we should not rejoice at the expense of others.

1 would like to challenge you to continue to work to help the under-
privileged no matter what race, religion. gender, age. or national
origin they are. Our task at hand is to continue lobbying the politicians
for funding for public education, and to keep reminding them that we
will get a better return by educating our students now rather than
building more jails to house them later. Remember, it's other people’s
children teaching our children, other people’s children cooking the
meals in the restaurants we enjoy, other people’s children driving the
buses we ride and piloting the planes we fly. Access to education
should be granted to all.

In closing, I would like to wish all of you a successful school year,
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Dang Pham, deputy director of Keynote speaker Lan Nghiem Phu,
OBEMLA, receives NAAPAE Service director of Information Technology
Award from Janet Lu and Nguyen of Ontario’s Ministry of Culture,
Minh Chau Tourism & Recreation
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Z/;/% Gary |. Kamino, conference co- North York Board of Education

o Z chair and president of NAACE students performing for conference
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Z participants

NAAPAE'95 HIGHLIGHTS

Members of the NAAPAE Executive Council
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Ba Vovan, representative for Janet Lu, outgoing NAAPAE president, Sally Chou,

Region II. presenting a workshop incoming NAAPAE president. and Jose Escalante-Ruiz,
on Acculturation Through NABE president ’

Confusion and Embarrassment

Gail Carey. program chair for the More students from the North York  Eugene Garcia, director of OBEMLA,
NAAPAE'95 conference Board of Education with some receives a plaque of appreciation
cultural entertainment from NAAPAE president Janet Lu

Andrea Lall, conference co-chair Rosalind Mau, NAAPAE secretary, giving a workshop
and vice president of NAACE on Assessment in the Classroom



6

NAAPAE Newsletter

ANNUAL NAAPAE CONFERENCE TO RETURN
TO SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

AAPAE'S EIGHTEENTH

annual conference will

be held trom May 22 to
26, 1996 at the Westin Hotel San
Francisco Alrport. Located in
Millbrae, Callfernia, the hotel is
situated approximately 17 miles
from the many restaurants,
shops, entertainment and other
attractions that San Francisco
has to offer. The theme of the
conlerence 15 APA Education:
Language and Culture in the
Age of Information,

Conference co-chairs Janet

Lu, pas! president of NAAPAE,
and Mary lew, program admin-
istrator with the San Francisco
Unified Schoal
District, are
planning an
eventful one
for us. Profes-
sor Ling-c¢hi
Wang of the
University of
Californio ot
Berkeley will
join our
conlerence
with a side-by-
side instifute
an teaching
Asian lan-

guages with

the latest technology. This
should prove helptul in giving
carnference attendees exposure
to NAAPAE's mission and goals.

A call for papers and pre-
registratien form are included
with this newsletter. For those of
you who are concerned with the
state of education for Asian and
Pacific Americans, send in your
application and helpmake this
conference successiul,

Remember to reserve May
22-26, 1996 for the eighteenth
annual NAAPAE conterence. We
look forward to seeing you in
the San Francisco Bay Arec.

Scholarship Awards

As always, NAAPAE will be giving
out its scholarship awards during
the conference. College juniors
and seniors who are interested in
pursuing careers in Asian and
Pacific American (APA) educa-
tion, whe have demenstrated
concern for and commitment to
the APA community, who have
outstanding academic records,
and whoare actively invelved in
school and/or community activi-
ties ar services, may participate
in the scholarship program. Two
scholarships of $1,000 ecch will
be awarded. Applcants must
efther be U.S. citizens or perme-
nent residents and must provide
the following:

e Transcripts, o be sent
directly by each college attended.

* Two letters of recommen-
dation, to be sent directly by
insiructors, counselors, commuu-
nity leaders, youth leaders,
employers, ar other persons
whao can address applleant’s
qualifications.

o Letter of application, dated
cmd signed by the applicant,
that contains all of the following:

a. Applicant's tull name,
complete mailing address, and
phone number.

b. Calleges attended and
dates of attendance.

e. Current college class
{e.g., junior or senior) and
expected date of obtaining
bachelor's degree.

d. Current citizenship status.

e. Full names, complete
mailing addresses, and phone
numbers of two persons who
will write letters of recommen-
dation on applicant’s behalf (it is
applicant’s respensibility to
ensure that their letters of
recommendation are malled by
deadline indicated),

{. Statemenlof career goals

(maximum of 50 waords).

g. List of most important
school and/or community
activities or services over the
past two or three years. For
each, list the type of activity ar
service, role or involvemenit,
and dates of participation.

h. Statement that describes
applicant’s concern for and
commitment to Asian and
Pacific American communities
(mazximum of 200 words).

All these items must be sent
to: Russell Endo, NAAPAE
Scholarship Committee, 476 N.
Cedarbrock Road, Boulder, CO
80304. They must be postmarked
no later than March 1, 1996. Late
or incomplete submissions will
not be considered. -

Service Award

Also during the conterence,
NAAPAE will present its 1996
Service Award to an individual
who has made signilicant and
timely contribiuttions, whether it
be in teaching, community
service, professional practice,
educaticnal pelicy, or other
activity relating to Asian and
Pacific American issues.

Nominations {or the NAAFAE
Service Award must include:

e Description of the profes-
siondl centribution for which the
incdividual is being nominated.

¢ Nominee's résumeé.

¢ Three letters of recommen-
dation and/or support.

NAAPAE welcomes nomina-
tion from all individuals,
groups or organizations, and
they need not be NAAPAE
members. However, members
of NAAPAE's Executive Couneil
are not eligible to be candi-
dates for this award.

Nominations, along with
supporting documents, must be
sent by March 1, 1996 to: Russell
Encdle, NAAFPAE Service Award
Committee, 476 N. Cedarbrock
Road, Boulder, CO 80304.









