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PROMOTING THE COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS,

RESEARCHERS AND LEADERS OF ASIAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN TEACHERS IN URBAN SCHOOLS

BY JI-MEI CHANG—IN Tecent
months, I have had the privilege
of working with two groups of
Chinese American teachers and
instructional assistants from two
inner-city elementary schools.
In a highly collegial and ccl-
laborative spirit, they have
begun to create a community of
learners that will likely lead to a
community of teacher-re-
searcher and instructional
leaders. Promoting such a
community, when accompanied
by substantial and systematic
support, is likely to enhance
their ability to conduct system-
atic inquiry regarding their own
instructional practices to
produce desirable and mean-
ingful educational treatment for
inner-city, diverse Chinese LEP
students.

Since the inception of Asian
bilingual programs, funding,
development, and adopting
instructional materials for these
APA students’ native language
and literacy development has
been a continucus challenge.
The scarcity of research-based
diverse APA bilingual programs
and effective instructional
practices for diverse APA LEP
students, and educational
materials available in many
schools for APA LEP students has
caused a great deal of concern
among educators who work
with inner-city APA LEF students.
One concern is that such
conditions will affect inner-city
APA LEP students’ educational

treatment and have their needs
unmet. From a teacher educa-
tor and researcher’s perspec-
tive, many of these issues may
be addressed through taking
the proactive role of promoting
a school-based community of
APA teachers who are learners/
researchers/leaders in urban
schools.

Forming a community of
learners/researchers/leaders
among teachers is neither a
new concept nor a novel
practice across the country,
particularly during the time of
school reform. Teachers have at
one time or another been
learners, researchers, and
instructional leaders. Teachers

are learners when it comes to
participating in continued
professional development or
self-initiated lifelong learning
activities. Among various forms
of professional development, a
classroom-based one-on-one
consultation and direct model-
ing activities, as opposed to a
one-day group workshop with

no follow-up support, may be
the most valuable and essential
for APA teachers who are
struggling to provide APA native
language and English lan-
guage support for their students
in urban schools. This is
primarily due to a lack of
educational and curriculum
materials for many APA lan-
guage groups, diverse student
background and multiple levels

continued on page 6
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8  BOOK REVIEW

Myth or Reality: Adaptive Strategies of Asian Americans in California
(Washington, D.C. and London: The Falmer Press, 324 pp.)
by Henry Trueba, Li Rong Lilly Chen and Kenji Ima

8y cLARa c. park—Henry T. Trueba, Li Rong Lilly Cheng and Kenji Ima
have presented a comprehensive overview of Asian and Pacific Ameri-
cans in this volume. By addressing multiple audiences—researchers,
teachers, parents and communities—they have provided insightful
discussions of adaptive strategies of Asian and Pacific Americans and
carefully documented the diversity among these new immigrants by
shedding light on their ethno-historical backgrounds. In doing so, they
have examined each of these groups’ immigration history and pro-
vided some linkages between their pre-immigration experiences and
current adaptive strategies in this country. They have also provided
some recommendations for researchers and educators. This book is
very timely in view of the fact that there are over seven million Asian
and Pacific Americans in the nation; 31% of them are below 18 years
old who are school age children according to the 1990 census (U.S.
Dept. of Commerce, 1993); in California, roughly 11% of the total stu-
dent enrollment in public schools is from Asian and Pacific American
backgrounds (California Department of Education, 1993). Though
focused on California, the demographic profiles as well as case
studies, recommendations and theoretical perspectives are relevant to
researchers and practitioners nationally.

Chapter One points out that there is a critical need for research on
Asian and Pacific Americans. Addressing the researchers and setting
the stage for what follows, it argues for the necessity of employing
both Ogbu’s typological perspectives and macro-analysis of minority
groups in the U.S. (1986) and Spindlers’ ethnographic methed and
micro-analysis of intragroup differences (1990) to properly illustrate the
ethnic history and diversity within the Asian and Pacific American
subcultures. It also argues that historical and ethnographic research
helps teachers to build a comprehensive and rich picture of the culture
of minority children.

Chapter Two demonstrates the complexity and diversity within and
between the various Asian and Pacific American groups who comprise
the country’s fastest growing minority. The demographic profiles of
major Asian and Pacific American groups can serve as an eye-opener
for educators who have not had such knowledge given that textbooks
do not incorporate the ethnic history of these minority groups.

Chapters Three, Four and Five present critical educational issues in
light of ethno-historical and socicultural contexts of Asian and Pacific
Americans. Each chapter provides detailed descriptions of issues
ranging from academic achievement to cultural conflict and adapta-
tion and the unmet needs of diverse Asian and Pacific American at-risk
youths and integrates them with theoretical perspectives.

Chapter Three describes a bimodal distribution of educational
attainment among Asian and Pacific American groups, illustrated by

continued on page 7
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OR THE PAST TWO YEARS, it has been my

professional and personal honor to

serve as NAAPAE president. Although I
will continue to serve on the Executive Council
as immediate past president for two more years, 1
would like to take this opportunity to thank the
NAAPAE officers, regional representatives, chapter
presidents and ex officio members who have
shared and supported my efforts over ‘tmia.

It is hard for me to believe that | have been an active NAAPAE mem-
ber for eighteen years. as long as the organization has been in exist-
ence. | have served on the Executive Council for iburfeen years as
secretary. treasurer, vice president, and now president. When [ was
elected president two years ago, | determined some challenging goals
to move NAAPAE forward. They included increasing membership,
establishment of chapters. strengthening our collaborative relation-
ship with other educational organizations, taking an active role in
reauthorization efforts of ESEA legislation, and continuing the develop-
ment of our newsletter. As | prepare to leave office, I feel much has
been accomplished. This should be credited to the dedication and
efforts of those who served NAAPAE and supported me.

Membership has nearly tripled since June 1993. Four new chapters
have been established these past two years. They are Greater New York,
Illinois, California, and Canada. Each chapter held special events to
celebrate their active participation in and contribution to NAAPAE. The
Hawai’i chapter continues to provide its leadership in the Pacific.

Our collaborative relationship with NABE continues to improve.
NAAPAE has been taking an active part in organizing one-day Asian
and Pacific American Institutes at NABE's annual conferences the past
four years. An APA column has been created recently in the NABE News.
As president, | have been invited to participate in various events
sponsored by national and local organizations. My latest involvement
with Apple Computer, Inc. included an invitation to be a member of the
Bilingual Education Consortium in Technology. Initiated by Apple
Computer, the consortium is now in the process of becoming a national
entity. We have also established good communications with the Office
of Bilingual Education and Minority Languages Affairs of the United
States Department of Education.

I have received positive comments and praise on our newsletter.
Special thanks go to the newsletter staff for a great job.

I am confident that the new Executive Council leadership will
continue to be an influential force in meeting the needs of Asian and
Pacific American students, educators, and communities. I will continue
to volunteer my services in a different capacity for NAARPAE in the years
to come.

Janer Y. H. Lu, PReSIDENT
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IMMIGRATION AND ETHNIC IDENTITY:
ECHOES FROM THE PAST

BY EILEEN H. TAMURA—AS the
debates on immigrants and
immigration swirl around us, [
am reminded of how things
change and yet remain the
same. In many ways, what is
being advocated today by anti-
immigration groups echo what
was advocated in the 1920s and
30s. Mind you, the historical
context differs. Furthermore,
Americans have become more
sophisticated in their objections.
But the underlying themes of
exclusion and racism continues.
My research has been on the
Nisei—second generation
Japanese Americans—growing
up in Hawai'i during the period
between the two world wars. |
wanted to find out how the Nisei
and their parents responded to
the hostility against them and to
others' efforts to mold them in
certain ways. What did the Nisei
think and what did they do?
Among other things, ] examined

their schooling, religion, lan-
guages, and occupations. [ also
locked at cultural conflicts,
intermarriage rates, and
changes in family practices.

I placed what happened with
the Nisei in the context of the
Americanization movement that
swept the country during and
after World War [. The move-
ment was fueled by wartime
hysteria over "foreign” and "un-
American” ways. On the
continental United States, the
movement aimed its efforts on
the millions of immigrants from
southern and eastern Europe. In
Hawai'l it focused on the
Japanese, the largest immigrant
group there, and in particular
on the Nisel, the children of
Japanese immigrants. [ discuss
the crusade within the larger
phenomenon of Nisei accultura-
tion, the process by which they
adapted to American middle-
class life.

Readers OBEMLA will be conducting review of applications during

: the Summer of 1995 and needs the assistance of field readers.

Educutors———especmlly teachers—with expemse in elementary and
secondary foreign language instruction will be needed for the new
Foreign Language Assistance Program and are encouraged to fax
their résumés to Josefina Velasco at (202) 205-8737. Readers for Title
VIl grants applications will also be recruited; résumés should be
sent to Dang Pham, OBEMLA, U.S. Department of Education. 600

'Independence Ave., S.W., Room 5607, Wushington, DC.

Vietnamese for Native Speakers, a set of hoaks that developa
native language literacy. fosters cultural diversity, and ensures
language minority students’ success, is now available from East
Side Union High School District in San Jose. Calif. To receive more
information. please contact Ms. Nguyet Dinh. Indochinese curricu-
lum specialist, at (408) 729-3811 x2577.

Schools provided an envi-
ronment that brought the Nisei
in contact with American
society at the same time that
they placed the Nisei beyond
the control of Caucasian
Americanizers. While
Americanizers, associated with
powerful agricultural interests,
attempted to use schools to
channel Nisei inte plantation
work, the Japanese used
schools as avenues for upward
mobility. [ discuss public and
private schools, Nise! aspira-
tions to enter teaching and
other professions, and the
attempt to abelish Japanese
language schools, which were
seen as threats tc the Ameri-
canization effort. .

[ show that the Nisei and their
parents, while victims of racism
in "paradise,” performed as
active agents in their own lives.
Powerful community leaders
had in reality much less control
of educational, social, and
occupational developments
than they wanted, and less than
what some scholars have
assumed.

I was able to find wonderful
source material, including
cautobiographical essays written
anonymeously, as well as
enrollment figures kept by the
school system in the Territory of
Hawai'i, broken down by
county, school, grade, ethnic
group, and gender.

Although my focus is on
Japanese Americans, | include
information on the major
ethnic groups in Hawai'l. The
results of my study, American-
ization, Acculturation, and
Ethnic Identity: The Nisel
Generation in Hawaii, was
recently published by the
University of lllinois Press.
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CALIFORNIA CHAPTER HOLDS ITS FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE

BY CLARA c. PARK—The California
chapter of NAAPAE held its first
annual conference on March 18,
1895 at California State Univer-
sity, Northridge, with a theme of
Harmony of Voices for Collabo-
rative Actions. The conference
began with a keynote speech by
Dr. Donald Hata, who was the
professor of the year for the
entire California State Univer-
sity system for 1990-91, and who
contended that we would need
a different mirror to re-illumi-
nate American history in order
to include a proper portrayal of
Asian Americans emphasizing
the importance of close working
relationships between teacher
trainers and academic content
professors.

This meaningful conference
attracted over 100 participants
and entertained them with an
enlightening speech on Power
of Reading by Dr. Stephen
Krashen, a nationally well-
known linguist and professor of
education at the University of
Southern Cadlifornia. Dang
Pham, deputy director of the
Office of Bilingual Education
and Minority Languages Affairs,
U.S. Department of Education,
infermed the participants of the
new federal Title VII regulations
and budget cuts for bilingual
education with up-to-date
information concerning what
happens at the federal level.

The more than thirteen
workshops, which were all
timely and informative, dis-
cussed the parenting styles of
Asian parents, Asian parents’
perceptions and attitudes
toward bilingual education,
sociocultural adjustment of
Southeast Asian students,

strategies to increase more
parent involvement.

CAAPAE will hold its second
annual conference on Saturday,
May 23, 1996, in Los Angeles.

social and cultural characteris-
tics of Filipino students, spe-
cially-designated academic
instruction in English (SDAIE),
whole language approach,
and authentic
and perfor-
mance-based
assessment for
second
laguage
learners; and
explored ways
to establish
Asian bilin-
gual teacher
training
Programs
through non-
traditional
means and

topr: General session with keynote speaker Dr. Donald Hata
asove: Multicultural education workshop

| __corrEcTion

The writer of the article entitled “Californic Joins NAAPAE with
Formation of New Chapter” which appeared in the previous (Winter)
issue of the NAAPAE Newsletler was Kim:Oanh Nguyen-Lam, not Clara
Park as indicated. Our apologies to the parties concerned.













