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NAAPAE Member Leads Fight
to Expand Program Focus

[n response to the testimony given by
NAAPAE member Nguyen Minh
Chau to the Board of Education of
the Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS) in Rockville,
Maryland, Asian and Pacific Ameri-
can (APA) students have been
included in “the group that would
receive special and critical emphasis”
because of their low to average
achievement. APA students were
excluded from this group even
though they constitute nearly 11% of
the MCPS system.

The Montgomery Schools’ plan,
Success for Every Student, originally
centered on the needs of African
American and Hispanic students, as
well as students with limited English
proficiency. According to Bing
Inocencio, a columnist for the
Montgomery Journal (December 26,
1991), in excluding the APA students
from the plan the Board “apparently

was banking on the fabled passivity
and lack of assertiveness of Asians.”
“The local Asian American com-
munity did not live up to the stereo-
type, however,” said Inocencio. “It
met Nov. 24 at the house of Nguyen
Nhan and Nguyen Minh Chau in
Garrett Park amid fears of some
Asian MCPS staff members that they
would get 'in trouble' for going on
record with their concems. A group-
signed letter was dispatched to the
Board of Education on Nov. 27,
followed by an appearance and
testimony before the board the
following week. Result: The plan
was changed to include Asian Ameri-
can and American Indian students.”
In her testimony to the Board, Ms.
Chau pointed out that although APA
students as a group perform well in
some subject areas, recent arrivals,
“especially the new immigrants and
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1992 NAAPAE Conference
to Stress Asian and
Pacific Mosaic

The fourteenth annual conference of
the National Association for Asian
and Pacific American Education
(NAAPAE) will be held Wednesday
through Saturday, May 6-9, 1992 in
Chicago, Illinois. The conference
theme, “Asian and Pacific American
Mosaic: Mission, Vision, Values
Refined,” will focus on relevant and
emerging issues impacting on Asian
and Pacific Americans. Contribu-
tions of Asian and Pacific Americans
will be highlighted throughout the
conference. This year’s conference
will feature two full days of panel
presentations and workshops as well
as Saturday moming special interest
institutes which will be geared
specifically toward issues impacting
on all Asian and Pacific Americans.
The conference will be preceded by
an all-day meeting of NAAPAE's
Executive Council headed by Presi-
dent Hai T. Tran.

This year’s conference will be held
at the Embassy Suites Hotel in
Chicago. Conference participants
will be minutes away form the
Magnificent Mile, Chicago’s most
exciting retail district and hottest
night-life spots. Each guest room is a
suite which consists of a private
bedroom with king size or double
beds and a spacious living room with
sofa bed, kitchen with wet bar,
refrigerator, coffee maker, microwave
and well-lit dining/work table.

Reduced rate for conference
participants will be $120.00 per
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