N guyen Ngoc Bich, a Vietnamese native, was
appointed in September to the post of Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Bilingual Education and
Minority Languages Affairs (OBEMLA) of the U.S.
Department of Education. He replaced Esther Yao,
who resigned her position to run for a congres-
sional seat in Texas. Bich (pronounced “Bik”)
brings to OBEMLA a rich background of training
which spans several continents and more than
three decades of higher learning.

Born in Vietnam and trained in French schools,
Bich came to the United States to attend Princeton
on a Fulbright scholarship while still in his teens.
After graduating with a B.A. in political science
he went on to Columbia University, where he
studied Asian history and Japanese literature. In
1962 he received a Presidential Fellowship to study
classical Japanese literature at Kyoto University
in Japan,

A multilingual scholar, Bich speaks French,
Spanish, German, Mandarin Chinese, and Japa-
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nese, in addition to his native Vietnamese. His
love of learning and languages has led him to
short stints at the universities of Vienna and
Munich, the USDA Graduate School, Trinity
College, and the University of Madrid.

Bich came back to the United States as a
refugee in 1975 and has since made a career in
education. He taught in Arlington, Virginia
from 1976 to 1980 in Teacher Corps and Title
V1l programs. From 1980 to 1986 he was a
teacher trainer at the Georgetown University
Bilingual Education Services Center, specializ-
ing in the field of Indochinese refugee educa-
tion, at which time he also completed his double
Master of Arts in Teaching English as a Second
Language and Bilingual Education. He is cur-
rently pursuing a doctorate in historical lin-
guistics.

Before joining OBEMLA, Bich has worked
for four years as a Multicultural Program Coor-
dinator in Arlington County, Virginia. In that
capacity he served as the main liaison for a
variety of new immigrant and refugee popula-
tions, including Hispanics, Southeast Asians,
East Africans, and Middle Easterners. He thus
brings to his new job a great sensitivity towards
the issues, concerns, and problems of newcom-
ers in our society and schools.

Bich is also a prolific writer in the field of
education, having authored more than a hun-
dred papers. He is also a gifted translator, best
known for his two works in English: A Thou-
sand Years of Vietnamese Poetry (Alfred A.
Knopf, 1975) and War and Exile: A Vietnamese
Anthology (Vietnamese PEN Club, 1989).

Bich is married, and his wife, Dao Thi Moi,
is an ESL teacher in Northern Virginia, which
is now their home. %




Book

/? evews

About APA

Writers, Books,

and Such . ..

by Ravi Sheorey

Asian American novelists seem to have hit
their stride this year with the publication of Gish Jen’s
Typical American. For some time, Maxine Hong
Kingston's fictionalized account of her life, Woman
Warrior, was the only major work of fiction by an Asian
American author which had achieved some success,
having sold some half a million copies since its publica-
tion back in 1976. It wasn’t until 1989, when Amy Tan’s
The Joy Luck Club was published, that another best
seller hit the stands.

Earlier this year, Tan scored again with The
Kitchen God’s Wife, the story of the American born
Pearl and her Chinese mother Winnie, which received
rave reviews from the critics. Other novels by Asian
Americans, either already published or soon to be
published this year,include Frank Chin’s Donald Duck,
David Wong Louie’s Pangs of Love, and Gus Lee’s
Chinaboy. All these books, taken together, present a
complex picture of the Asian-American experience.

Gish Jen’s Typical American was excerpted in
The New Yorker, and the Publishers Weekly and the New
York Times gave the novel warm, glowing reviews, The
Times' critic praised “the epigrammatic sweep and
swiftness of [Jen’s] prose.” And her talents as a writer
were recognized in feature articles in the Chinese
American newspaper The World Journal and in The Los
Angeles Times.

Although Jen, 35, started writing as early as
the fifth grade (a short story about a maid who stole
money), she didn't venture into writing early on. She
tried pre-med and pre-law at Harvard, went to the
business school at Stanford, and even wanted to try out
architecture. It was not until after she attended the
Towa Writers Workshop in 1983, a year-long stint
teaching English in China, and a job in the publishing
industry in New York before she devoted herself to
writing. What triggered the activity was a grant from
Harvard’s philanthropic program, which led to the

writing of the T'ypical American.

* * %

A book of a different kind is Priya Agrawal’s
Passage from India: Post-1965 Indian Immigrants and
their Children. The book, which emerged from Agrawal’s
senior honors thesis at Stanford, purports to be based on
hundreds of personal interviews with professional Asian
Indian immigrants and their children. Agrawal inter-
viewed 120 individuals (60 males and 60 females), most
of them from the Los Angeles area, with two distinct
samples: first and second generation immigrants and
their American-born children.

Unlike the Chinese Americans or Japanese
Americans, the Indian Americans are smaller in num-
ber and average Americans do not typically think of
them as Asian-Americans per se, although the federal
governmentdoesinclude them among Asian Americans.
As an immigrant group, says Agrawal, Asian Indians
are distinctly different from both the earlier European
immigrants and from more recent Asian immigrant
groups.

Nonetheless, the author’s research and inter-
views point out certain traits about Indian immigrants
and their children that are quite similar to those of other
Asian groups: strong family ties, a strong edueational
background, professional occupations, high expectations
for their children, high scholastic achievement, and a
belief that hard work and a solid education are the way
to “make it” in the United States.

Two characteristics, however, distinguish Indian
immigrants from other Asian immigrant groups: their
high level of proficiency in English and their extreme
diversity. As the author said, Indian immigrants share
“seven major religions, thirty-three major languages,
thousands of dialects, and six primary regional classifi-

cations.”
-

NAAPAE Newslelter, Fall 1991



SURGE IN CRIMES AGAINST ASIANS

The Coalition Against Anti-
Asian Violence has recently reported
an alarming increase in incidents of
violence against Asian Americans. In
its fall newsletter, the San Francisco-
based group described a number of
cases of violence which may not be
racially-motivated, but which, at the
very least, warrant further investi-
gation into this possibility.

In a gruesome mass murder that
attracted national attention, six
Buddhist monks and three other
people were shot to death on August
9 near Phoenix, Arizona. The local
law enforcement agencies found no
evidence of a racial motive in the
largest case of mass violence in the
state's history. However, the article
reported that Asian residents in the
area where the crime occurred had
been the target of racial harassment
recently, having suffered repeatedly
from verbal insults and thrown eggs.

Asian organizations, including
the Japanese American Citizens'
League, the Organization of Chinese
Americans, and the Asian Law Cau-
cus, have pressed for further inves-
tigation regarding the motive for the
massacre.

Anincident of apparent robbery-
motivated murder also attracted the

attention of Asian American watch
groups. A 21-year-old Chinese man
who worked as a delivery man for a
Chinese restaurant in Waterbury,
Connecticut, was lured into a va-
cant apartment and shot to death
in the chest during an attempted
robbery. Only $18 worth of food was
taken. Five teenagers, ranging in
age from 13 to 18, were arrested in
the murder of Fai Yeung. The local
Asian community groups have
urged law enforcement authorities
to look into the possibility of racial
motivation.

On June 15 of this year, three
Japanese women were injured in a
Huntington Beach, California res-
taurant, in what appeared to have
been a case of racial hatred. Accord-
ing to the Coalition Against Anti-
Asian Violence, the attackers as well
as restaurant patrons chanted
"Speak English" slogans when the
women entered Red Onion restau-
rant. Restaurant workers suppos-
edly offered no help and refused to
allow the victims to call the police.
The women's attorney indicated
they may file a civil suit against the
restaurant.

Also this summer, a Chinese
artist, Lin Lin, was fatally shot on

The second generation of adult Indian Americans, says Agrawal, are
caught up in cultural and generational chasm (perhaps similar to that
experienced by other groups), as best described by one of the subjects
interviewed: “We are coconuts — brown on the outside, white on the inside.”
The significant cultural differences between the American and Indian ways
of life and thinking make it all the more difficult for Indian American
children to balance their seemingly twin identities,

E I

Whether one likes fiction or a serious sociological study, these books at least
suggest that Asian Americans are developing a niche for themselves as
serious writers and are looking at American life with their unique perspec-

tives. ¥

August 18 after being physically
and verbally abused by a group of
youths in Times Square in New
York City. A candlelight vigil was
held in his honor a month later.

While these incidents are the
most serious ones reported, other,
yet-less-dramatic cases of harass-
mentare nevertheless serious cause
of concern as well. For example,
following the passage of
redressment legislation for Japa-
nese Americans interned during
World War I, a Japanese Ameri-
can senior service organization in
San Francisco was the target of hate
mail which included messages such
as "Death to all internees."

A Buddhist temple in Marin
County, California, similarly re-
ceived hate mail this summer. And
The San Francisco Examiner re-
ported that Korean and Chinese
store-owners in Forest Knolls,
California, have been terrorized by
a group of teenagers. The harass-
ment ceased after an outpouring of
support from the local community.

Some of these incidents are
clearly racially-motivated. Others
are more open to speculation. In
light of the growing racial tension
in many communities throughout
the country, however, Asian
American watch groups are urging
officials to at least consider the
possibility of racial hatred as the
driving force in all cases of violence
against members of minority
groups,

"It is time that law enforcement
agencies and the media take a hard
look at hate violence incidents," said
the Coalition Against Anti-Asian
Violence in its newsletter editorial,
"and fulfill their responsibility to
report on, and prosecute hate vio-
lence against Asians.” %




Defining Excellence in Education

FACULTY POSITIONS
SALARY RANGE: $30,111-$51,431

Applications are currently being accepted for
anticipated Faculty positions for the following
disciplines:

ACADEMIC

Anthropology, Art, Biology, Chemistry, Communication
(Speech), Computer Science, Counseling, Economics,
Education, English, English as a Second Language,
Foreign Languages, Geography, Geology, Health,
History, Humanities, Journalism, Library Science
(Librarian), Mathematics, Music, Nursing, Philosophy,
Photography, Physical Education, Physical Science,
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Reading,
Recreation & Dance, SociologylSocia1 Work, Theatre
Arts. ;

Academic areas require a mmtm :”." of a Master's
Degree which includes 24 semest hours of upper
division andlargfaduatecredltm v field to be taught.

Office Autofnallon Systems (Ofﬁce Educaﬁon)

Occupational areas require a minimum of 64 semester
hours OR an Associate’s Degree + 5 years of directly
related occupational experience in the field to be taught,
OR a Bachelor’s Degree + 3 years of directly related
occupational experience in the field to be taught, OR
meet the Academic Requirements.

A separate faculty application and a complete set of
unofficial copies of transcripts (inclusive of degree(s)
conferred) are required for each discipline for which an
applicant applies. APPLY NOW as our hiring process
occurs CONTINUOUSLY throughout the Spring and
Summer. All applications must be received by the
Employment Office and clocked in by 5:00 p.m. on the
final closing date, March 31, 1992. To request a faculty
application and further information on requirements,
please call the Maricopa Community College District
Toll-Free Number, 1-800-25-TEACH, or in Maricopa
County, (602) 731-8491, Monday-
Friday 8:00 a.m-4:30 p.m. MST.

AA/EOE. Women and Minorities are ,A
Encouraged to apply.
eesssssss— M AR COF A

|
MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES | S oMty

EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT
2411 West 14th Street,
Tempe, AZ B5281-6941

FormMer OBEMLA
DepruTY DIRECTOR TO
Run FOR CONGRESS

Dr. Esther Lee Yao, the former Deputy Director of the Office
of Bilingual Education and Minority Languages Affairs of the
U.S. Department of Education, announced that she plans torun
in 1992 for the 25th Congressional seat from Houston, Texas. An
Asian American educator and long-time Houston resident, she
will run as a Republican. Yao was one of the keynote speakers
at the 1991 NAAPAE Convention in Pasadena.

Sayingthatthe education profession “isfacing critical times,”
Yao indicated that she will make education reform the central
issue of her campaign. Because of her strong background in
education, she said she would be able to have a significant
impact on national education policy. If elected, Yao would like to
serve on the House Labor and Education Committee to bring an
educator's perspective to the legislative process of education
reform.

Yao has been active in the Texas Republican Party since
1979. She attended the 1984 Republican Convention — the fist
Asian Texan todo so—and was appointed by Governor Clements
to the Asian American Advisory Committee and the Texas
Literacy Council. At the national level she served on the Na-
tional Advisory and Coordinating Couneil on Bilingual Educa-
tion.

During her one-year tenure at OBEMLA Yao initiated the
Asian/Pacific American Symposium at the 1991 Conference of
the National Association for Bilingual Education. She was also
instrumental in arguing for funding of a survey of Asian-
American students, the first study of its kind sponsored by
OBEMLA for the Asian American student population.

As an educator, Yao says she would be in a good position to
address educational is-
sues in Congress. In ad-
dition, she feels she can
address the needs of the
various ethnic/cultural
groups given her back-
ground as a professor of
multicultural studies for
the past 15 years.

"I am committed to ex-
cellence in education,”
said Yao, "and [ am dedi-
cated to promoting
society’s perception of
educators. After all,
without us, there would
benoscientists, lawyers,
doctors, or writers.” %
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Education News

Asian American Educators
Participate in OBEMLA
Research Forum

Five Asian American educators
were among the panelists invited at
the second National Research Sym-
posium on Limited English Proficient
Student Issues, sponsored by the
Office of Bilingual Education and
Minority Languages Affairs of the
U.S. Department of Education and
the Office of Educational Research
and Improvement.

Held in Washington, D.C. on
September 4 - 6, 1991, the sympo-
sium brought together scholars from
institutions of higher education, dis-
trict-level teachers and principals,
and federal government officials in
an effort to integrate the fields of re-
search and evaluation which have a
big impact on the education of LEP
students. The focus of the three-day
symposium this year was on evalua-
tion, testing. and measurement is-
sues.

Asian American panelists, some
of whom are NAAPAE members, in-
cluded Dr. Sau-Lim Tsang of the
Multifunctional Resource Center/
Northern California; Dr. Raj Balu of
Chicago Public Schools; Dr. Victoria
Jew of California State University-
Sacramento; Dr. Li-Rong Lilly Cheng
of San Diego State University; and
Dr. Rosita Galang of University of
San Francisco.

Pacific Region Education
Laboratory

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion has lent its support to the Pacific
region by establishing a Pacific Re-
gional Education Laboratory (PREL)
in December 1990. The tenth and

newest educational laboratory of its
kind, PREL is a nonprofit corporation
seeking to improve educational op-
portunities for students in the Pacific
region. Its work involves educational
research and direct services to educa-
tors in American Samoa, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, Federated States of
Micronesia (Chuuk, Kosrae, Pohnpei,
YAP), Guam, Hawaii, Republic of the
Marshall Islands, and the Republic of
Palau.

PREL activities and services in-
clude:

* co-sponsorship of an annual con-
ference;

* presentation of an annual Pacific
Summer Institute;

*  Support of the regional R&D
cadre, with representatives from
each entity assisted by local R&D
groups in each jurisdiction;

* training of trainers for Pacific Ef-
fective Schools;

* publication of Pacific Education
Updates;

¢+ convening partnerships among
educational institutions, govern-
ment and community agencies;

* providing technical assistance.

For further information about
PREL, contact:

Pacific Region Educational
Laboratory

1164 Bishop Street, Suite 1409
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Phone: (808) 532-1900

Fax: (808) 532-1922

New Title VII Academic Excel-
lence Program Serves Chinese-
Speaking LEP Studeqts

Project EXCELL (Excellence in
Chinese-English Language and
Learning), a bilingual education
program which uses content as a
vehicle to.teach both language and
subject matter, was one of the five
programs recently selected as Aca-
demic Excellence Programs under
Title VII of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act.

Project EXCELL staff have de-
veloped comprehensive high school
level curriculum materials in math,
social studies, science, and career
education for Chinese-speaking LEP
students. The project is operated at
Seward Park High School in New
York City.

The Academic Excellence Pro-
grams (AEPs) funded by Congress
are intended to spotlight Title VII
projects that have demonstrated ex-
emplary and effective practices in
bilingual education and which can
serve as models of excellence in
teaching and innovation.

To be selected, programs are
typically nominated by their state
education agencies. Nationwide,
only 17 AEPs are currently funded
under this program, %
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1992 Conference Call for Papers

Proposals for papers and presentations
for the 14th annual NAAPAE Conference are now
being accepted for consideration. The 1992 Con-
ference will be held on May 6 through 9 at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in Chicago, Illinois. The
theme of this year's event is The Asian American
Mosaic: Vision, Mission, Values Refined. The
presentations will focus on the contributions made
by Asian Americans to our diverse society. Rel-
evant issues impacting on the Asian American
Mosaic will be addressed. The conference seeks
to encourage thoughtful inquiry and sharing of
information and strategies by researchers, edu-
cators, school administrators, parents, social ser-
vice providers, and other interested individuals
about educational and other issues facing Asian
and Pacific Americans.

All proposals must be submitted under one
of the following strands: Asian and Pacific
American Studies, Equity Issues, Policy Devel-
opment, Research, Adult/Career/Vocational
Education, Instructional Practices and Resources,
Parentand Community Involvement, and Current
Issues. The deadline for submission of proposals
is January 15, 1992. Notification of acceptance
will be made no later than February 15, 1992.
For an application form and more information,
please contact Kay Tokunaga, Conference Chair,
at (312) 534-3030.

Perspectives on APA Education

NAAPAE and Pacific Asia Press have re-
cently published a research anthology entitled
Contemporary Perspectives on Asian and Pacific
American Education. Based on selected papers
presented at recent NAAPAE conferences, this
volume examines issues related to language,
higher education, social and psychological con-
cerns, and curriculum development. Its goal is to
stimulate discussion on these issues of interest to
Asian and Pacific Americans and to provide in-
formation that ean be used to shape educational
practices, programs, and policies. The anthology
is of particular interest to educators, research-

ers, and social service providers. It can be ordered
for $13.95 (or $9.95 for current NAAPAE mem-
bers, plus $2 S&H) from Pacific Asia Press, 10937
Klingerman Avenue, South El Monte, CA 91733,
(818) 575-1000.

NAAPAE People

Sally Chou, the former Assistant Coordina-
tor for Special Programs at the Alhambra School
District in California, has been appointed Assis-
tant Principal of two elementary schools in the
same district: Monterey Highland and Margerita
School.

Clara Park, formerly the Title VII Project
Director of the Torrance Unified Schaol District
in California, is now Professor of Education at
California State University Northridge.

We wish both of them the best of luck in their
new positions.
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Announcements

NABE '92

The National Association for Bilingual Edu-
cation will hold its 21st Annual International Bi-
lingual/Bicultural Education Conference from
January 29 through February 1, 1992 in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. This year's theme — Re-
structuring Schools for Success Through Bilin-
gual [Multicultural Education — will address
findings of the 1990 Census in the context of the
President's National Education Goals and emerg-
ing trends in American education. The conference
will include a four-day program of keynote pre-
sentations, training sessions, special events, and
exhibits.

For more information, contact NABE National
Office, Union Center Plaza, 810 First Street, N.E.,
Third Floor, Washington, D.C. 20002-4250, or call
(202) 898-1829,

South Asian Languages Analysis

The Department of Linguistics at Stanford
University has announced that it will hold the
14th South Asian Languages Analysis Roundtable
on May 22-24, 1992. The theme of the Roundtable
is Word Order in South Asian Languages. Pro-
posals for papers are being accepted starting Oc-
tober 31. The final deadline for submission is
March 1, 1992,

TESOL Convention

The 26th Annual Convention and Exposition
of the Teachers of English to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL) will be held in Vancouver,
Canada on March 3-7, 1992. In addition to the
more than 400 paper presentations, workshops,
and panels, the event will feature two dozen
preconvention symposia, breakfast sessions with
TESOL "stars,” visits to educational programs in
Vancouver, and a large publishers’ exhibit.

For more information, call TESOL Central
Office at (703) 836-0774.

Amerasian Resettlement Conference

The Office of Refugee Resettlement and
InterAction have recently announced that the third
Amerasian Resettlement conference for staff de-
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velopment will be held in Washington, D.C. in
early 1992,

For further information, please contact
Marta Brenden at the Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service: 122 C Street, N.W., Suite
300, Washington, DC 20001, (202) 783-7509.

Literacy Materials Available

A set of culturally-relevant literacy mate-
rials for Southeast Asian students is available
through the National Clearinghouse for Bilin-
gual Education (NCBE) The materials were
developed by teachers and students in refugee
camps in the Philippines, and are intended for
adult and high school level ESL literacy
classes. The set of 15 can be ordered for $15.00
from NCBE, 1118 22nd St, NW, Washington,
D.C. 20037, (202) 467-0867.

Get Published in Pacific Proceedings

The Hawaii Association for Asian and Pa-
cific American Education (HAAPAE) is solic-
iting papers for publication in its upcoming
Pacific Proceedings collection. Anyone who has
presented a paper on APA education at a pro-
fessional conference since 1989 is welcome to
submit it for consideration. The purpose of
this Proceedings is to share information with
HAAPAE members and other interested indi-
viduals about research in the area of APA
education. The volume is scheduled to be pub-
lished in time for HAAPAE's annual meeting
in April 1992,

If you would like to have your paper con-
sidered, please call HAAPAE as soon as pos-
sible at (808) 536-4494. %







