JOIN US FOR THE
1991 NAAPAE
CONFERENCE

Pasadena, California, will be
the host city of our 13th annual
national conference, about to get
underway in just a few days.

Entitled Asian and Pacific
American Education: Building
Commaunity Partnerships, the
conference will be held May 1-4,
1991 at the Doubletree Hotel in
Pasadena.

The event will feature a wide
variety of workshops, four three-
hour-long institutes, school visits,
and other special sessions.

The keynote speakers will be
Ngoan Le, President of the Na-
tional Association for the Educa-
tion and Advancement of Cam-
bodian, Leotian, and Vietnamese
Americans, and Peter Park, Pro-
fessor at the University of Massa-
chusetts.

Formoreinformation, contact
conference chairperson Sally
Chou at (818) 308-2697.

1990 Census Reports Dramatic
Increase in APA Population

As was long expected
by demographers, the lat-
est report from the U.S.
Census Bureau indicates
that during the 1980's the
Asian American popula-
tion grew faster than any
otherracial or ethnicgroup
in the country.

Although Asian and
Pacific Americans (APAs)
constitute less than three
percent of the U.S. popu-
lation, their rate of in-
crease in the last decade
was an explosive 107.8
percent, compared to 53

White 80.3

Racial Composition of U.S. Population

Other Races 3.9

/

Asian/Pacific 2.9
Native Am 0.8

Black 12.1

percent for Hispanics, 13.2
percent for Blacks, six
percent for Whites, and 9.8 percent for
the population as a whole. By contrast, in
1980 APAs constituted only 1.7 percent of
the U.S. population.

According to the census data, nearly
56 percent of Asian Americans live in the
western part of the United States, with
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California alone accounting for 2.8 mil-
lion of them, or 9.6 percent of the state’s
population. In Hawaii APAs are in the
majority (61.8 percent), with New York
accounting for the second largest APA
population. Other states with high con-
centrations of APAs are Washington,
Alaska, New Jersey, Illinois, Texas,
Massachusetts, and Florida.

Census figures also reveal that, as
a group, Asian Americans are highly
urbanized, with over 90 percent living
in cities and metropolitan areas. They
are possibly the best educated popula-
tion group in the United States, with
nearly 40 percent having college de-
grees, compared to 25 percent of Whites.
Partly because of their high level of
education and because a high percent-
age of them live in married-couple
households, Asian Americans have the
highest median household income of
any ethnic group, at over $36,000, com-
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U.S. Census

continued from page 1

pared to the national avarege of
about $29,000.

At the same time, however,
Asian Americans also have a high
poverty rate (14 percent, compared
to 10 percent for Whites) and a
lower per capita income, because
they tend to have more children,
live-in parents and other relatives
in the household. In spite of their
high education level and relative
affluence, only a little over half of
Asian Americans are homeowners.
This fact has been partially ex-
plained by the significant propor-
tion of immigrantsin the group and
the high cost of home ownership in
urban areas where they are concen-
trated.

Compared to other population
groups, APAs have a high rate of
business ownership. In San Jose,
California, for example, about three
percent of the businesses are oper-
ated by Vietnamese Americans; in
New York City more than 500
clothes-making shops are operated
by Chinese Americans; Indian
Americans own ten percent of the
motels in the country; and a large
number of Koreans successfully run
small neighborhood stores all over
the country.

The dramatic increase in the
APA population can be largely at-
tributed to increased immigration
from Asian countries duringthe late
1970’s and 1980’s. Unlike the first
half of this century, when most im-
migrants came from European
countries, in recent years 80 to 85
percent of immigrants have come
from non-European countries, with
about 40 percent coming from Asian
countries, The overall trend in the
growth of the non-White minority
populations is seen by many ex-
perts as leading to their political
empowerment.

“In many parts of the country,”
says Eddie Williams of the Joint
Center for Political and Economic
Studies, “minorities will compose a
majority of political jurisdictions.”

Population Growth by Ethnic Group

Asian/Pacific Hispanic

Other Races

Native Am. Black White

New York Celebrates Chinese Heritage

and Culture Month

by Katherine Sid

New York City began its celebra-
tion of Chinese Heritage and Culture
Month on February 6 with a Mayor’s
Proclamation Ceremony at City Hall
and an afternoon program at the Chi-
nese Consolidated Benevolent Asso-
ciation (CCBA) in Chinatown. These
activities were sponsored by the New
York Chinese Bilingual Educators
Committee (NYCBEC), with assis-
tance from state and city education
agencies, city-wide school districts,
Chinese Bilingual Title VII programs,
and community organizations.

The Mayor’s Proclamation Cer-
emony featured an address by Marg-
aret Chin, Coordinator of the
Chinatown Center for LaGuardia
Community College, and remarks by
community leaders such as Jacob
Wong, NYCBEC Chair, Paul Yee,
President of CCBA, Jerry Wen, Vice-
Chairman of the Chinese-American
Planning Council, and two students
from Manhattan. The Mayor’s Proc-
lamation was presented to the Chi-
nese Public Schools of New York. In
addition, a special award was pre-

sented to Gwendolyn Baker, Presi-
dent of the New York City Board of
Education, for her continued com-
mitment and support for bilingual
education.

The audience of over 200 educa-
tors, state and city officials, and com-
munity leaders was treated to a Lion
Dance and Fan Dance performed by
the Manhattan students. The Cer-
emony ended with a festive cham-
pagne toast to the New Year, offered
by Susan P. Hsu, a member of
NYCBEC. Following a delicious Chi-
nese luncheon, the afternoon activi-
ties continued at CCBA with a pro-
gram featuring a keynote address by
Esther Yao, Deputy Director of the
Office of Bilingual Education and
Minority Languages Affairs of U.S.
Department of Education, on the
topic of “Bilingualism: Looking To-
wards the 21st Century.”

The afternoon participants at-
tended one ofthree concurrent work-
shops on educational systems in the
U. S. and China, paper folding in the
classroom, and Chinese calligraphy.
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Congresswoman Asks APA
Women to Enter Politics

In arecentkeynote speech at the Pan
Asia Annual Banquet in Falls Church,
VA, Congresswoman Patsy Mink (D-Ha-
waii) called on Asian American profes-
sional women to get involved politically,
asking them to “accept the responsibility
to see that progress [made by Asian
American and other women] is not un-
dermined.” A NAAPAE member, Rep.
Mink is one of only 29 women in the
House of Representatives and the only
one of Asian descent.

In her speech, which was sponsored
by NAAPAE and presided over by
NAAPAE’s Region III Representative
Nguyen Minh Chan, Rep. Mink said that
“an Asian woman in American society is
amystery. And asuccessful Asian woman
is a miracle.” That miracle cannot take
place, she said, unless successful Asian
American women take an active role in

“We bail out corrupt banks and
savings and loans to the tune of
130 billion dollars and counting,
while the U.S. is the only devel-
oped country without a national
child care policy jor working

mothers’

helping immi-
grant Asian
women "brought
to our shores un-
spoken, unedu-

cated, unem-
ployed.”
While she in-

dicated that alot
of Asian Ameri-

can women pros-
pered during the
1980s, Rep. Mink
pointed out that the rights of women and
minorities have eroded in recent years.
“We bail out corrupt banks and savings
and loans to the tune of 130 billion dol-
lars and counting,” she said, “while the
U.S. is the only developed country with-
out a national child care policy for work-
ing mothers"

Mink asked the audience, which was
largely made up of Asian American
women, to grapple with the problems of
the day and lend their support to the

Civil Rights and Women’s Employment
Equity Act of 1991, which was vetoed by
President Bush lastyear and reintroduced
in Congress this year.

“This is not just a civil rights bill for
minorities,” she said, “thisis a civil rights
bill for a majority” because women now
constitute 51 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion. “We are only asking what the other
49 percent already have: dignity, equal-
ity, security.”

Nineteen years ago, Congresswoman
Mink introduced an amendment which
stated that “thefederal government would
spend equally for both boys and girls, for
men and women, in education and athlet-
ics in our schools.” That amendment was
part of the historic Education Act of 1972,
which included the above provision under
Title IX.

Rep. Mink warned that the new Civil
Rights Bill is going to be controversial
and will be attacked with smokescreens
of “job quotas,” “bad for the economy,”
and “bad for our competitiveness.” In her
view, the Bill is “good for women, and
good for our sense of what is right.”

She asked the audience to write to
their congressional representatives and
newspapers, and to make themselves
heard on women’s issues.

“We can reach another milestone if
you join me.”
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in National Article

The growing influence of Asian
Americans on education policy in this
country was the focus of an extended ar-
ticle in a recent issue of the national
Education Week (February 27, 1991).

Pointing to a variety of educational
successes, the article discussed the role
played by APA's increased political in-
volvement and by the formation of Asian
American coalitions to lobby for better
educational programs and policies. At the
same time, writer Peter Schmidt said that
cultural and linguistic barriers still deter
many Asian parents from actively engag-
ing in school-related activities (such as
parent-teacher associations and board
meetings), which could give them a louder
voice in their children's education.

Events cited by Schmidt as evidence
ofincreasing influence on the part of APAs
include the appointment of Esther Lee
Yao as deputy director of the Office of
Bilingual Education and Minority Lan-
guages Affairs of the U.S. Department of
Education; the inclusion of a two-day sym-
posium on issues specific to APAs during
the national conference of the National
Association for Bilingual Education; and
legislation passed in California mandat-
ing the teaching of the Japanese intern-
ment during World War I as a violation of
civil rights.

Furthermore, the article stated that
APAs are increasingly being elected and
nominated to positions of political influ-
ence throughout the country, where they
have already helped swing the balance in
favor of better bilingual educational pro-
grams and against English-only laws and
university-admission policies detrimental
to Asian applicants.

In spite of the progress achieved by
Asian Americans, the article said that
APA children still face a tremendous
handicap in school: their parents’ reluc-
tance to participate in their children's

Asian Americans' Influence on
Educational Policy Highlighted

school experience. Their attitude to-
ward school has been shaped by the
radically different cultural tradition
based on a reverence toward educa-
tional institutions and school officials.

"Education is the matter of the
school, and the school is the matter of
the teacher, "said Kamchong
Luangpraseut, who supervises the
Indochinese studies preogram for the
Santa Ana schools. "You dare not inter-
vene and tell the teacher what to do.”

Other factors said to deter Asian
parents from involving themselves in
school matters include language diffi-
culties and a tendency to work long
hours.

Despite their apparent passivity,
the article stressed that Asian parents
are very concerned with their children's
education and are eager to promote
quality education in their homes.

Less consensus exists among them,
however, on the issue of bilingual edu-
cation. While many of them favor na-
tive language teaching in schools, many
prefer to leave this instruction to pri-
vate institutions. According to Esther
Yao of OBEMLA, the balance seems to
be swinging increasingly in favor of
bilingual education, a viewpoint also
expressed by NAAPAE President Hai T.
Tran.

The overall tone of the article in
Education Week is positive, highlight-
ing the fact that while they have a long
way to go, Asian Americans have begun
to make significant inroads in the area
of educational policy.

"Asian Americans are understand-
ing that they can become players in the
process,” said Melinda C. Yee, a former
executive director of the Organization
of Chinese Americans. "Historically we
aren't playersin that way. Now [we] are
emerging as a force."
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1988 Study Reveals Asian Americans to be

Top Achievers

A recent analysis of the data from the
National Educational Longitudinal Study of
1988 (NELS:88) revealed that Asian American
and Pacific Islander students as a whole have
higher levels of academic achievement and
higher educational aspirations than all other
ethnie groups in the United States.

These findings were announced at the 1991
NABE Convention in Washington D.C. by Ralph
Lee, a mathematical statistician at the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics, and
Samuel Peng, a senior researcher at the Center
for Research in Human Development at Temple
University.

The two researchers also found that when
the data were examined for the Asian sub-
groups, the results were not uniform. For ex-
ample, Koreans, South Asians, and West Asians
scored well above both the national average and
White students on tests of reading and math.
On the other hand, Southeast Asian students
and Pacific Islanders fared worse than white
students. Pacific Islanders, in fact, recorded the
lowest reading and composite achievement
scores and had the lowest educational aspira-
tions.

The NELS:88 data revealed that while
Asian American parents (with the exception of
Pacific Islanders) have above-average educa-
tional expectations for their children as well as
more learning materials than other ethnic
groups, they do not involve themselves as much
in parent-teacher activities or organizations as
other groups do.

The study also found that Asian American
parents appeared tobe less communicative with
their children than White parents. In terms of
family background and language proficiency,
the study found that while 75 percent of South
Asian, Korean, and Japanese students came
from families in the upper half of the socio-
economic scale, 72 percent of Southeast Asians
and 57 percent of Pacific Islanders came from
the lower half. About seven percent of the stu-
dents in the data were classified as having
limited English proficiency, compared with nine
percent for Hispanics and Native Americans.

The two researchers recommended three

types of educational strategies with Asian
American students: (1) bilingual education and
ESL programs to improve students’ and par-
ents' English proficiency; (2) programstailored
to improve academic achievement and boost
educational aspirations of Pacific Islanders;
and (3) programs thatlead to improved commu-
nication between Asian parents and their chil-
dren and thus increase Asian parental involve-
ment in their children’s education.

Several Asian American educators attend-
ingthe NABE Convention suggested that Asian
students also need counseling services at school
to help them overcome problems resulting from
traumatic experiences before leaving their
homelands and difficulties of living and attend-
ing school in a new culture.













